duty is to apologise to you for the great length of time which has elapsed before I saw my way to receive this deputation, and my second duty is to thank you for coming here to-day, and for giving the carefully thought out and very weighty words of warning which you have all addressed to me, particularly those of Colonel Elliot. I do not think it will be necessary for me to say that advice coming from you, the representatives of the medical profession, particularly at this moment, when your profession stands, if possible, higher than it ever did, because of the services that you have rendered both at home and in the field, will receive the most attentive and sympathetic consideration not only from me, but from the Government of India, who are charged with the responsibility of maintaining the Indian Medical Service. Mode in which a Final Policy must be Settled. Now, Gentlemen, I am going to follow the example of Colonel Elliot: I am going, if you will permit me' to read in the main what I have to say to you. I cannot give you to-day, either in outline or in detail, a settled policy. Our 
